[Neurological and psychic side effects of antiepileptic drugs in pediatric age (author's transl)].
Neurological and psychic side effects of anticonvulsivant drugs in pediatric age are separately considered. Neurological side effects are classified according to different ages: in the neonatal period sedation is preeminent, later psychomotor deterioration or cerebellar and/or extrapyramidal signs may occur. Less frequently antiepileptic drugs are responsible of worsening of seizures up to a toxic encephalopathy. Psychic side effects are more variable and unpredicatable. The same drugs can cause both psychomotor excitement or psychic slowness. In a few instances psychotic syndromes can be observed. Very important are chronic side effects on intellectual activities, especially in children. Finally some factors which can affect the interpretation of the side effects have to be considered: pharmacokinetic data individual reactivity, methodology of evaluation of clinical symptoms, especially psychic ones.